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FOOD FOR 


HE JPS LIST FOR 1961 offers a 

highly varied intellectual diet. It 
ranges from the useful, many-sided 
anthology on Passover, Festival of 
Freedom, by Rabbi Philip Goodman, 
to an original work of historical re- 
search on The Second Commonwealth, 
the first of several volumes in which 
Professor Solomon Zeitlin presents a 
novel interpretation of the move- 
ments and personalities which fash- 
a that all-important era. The list 

cludes the biography and many 
revealing excerpts from the writings 
of Abraham Geiger, the intellectual 
founder of Reform, prepared by the 
late Max Wiener, as well as the sober 
yet thrilling autobiography of Nor- 
man Bentwich which he calls My 
SEVENTY-SEVEN YEARS. In addition, 
a new facet of the history of the Jews 
in the United States is revealed by 
Harry Lurie in an informative vol- 
ume on the growth of Jewish commu- 
nal philanthropic organizations. 





MEMBERSHIP DUES 
INCREASED 


The Society’s Board of Trustees, at 
a regular meeting held December 5, 
1960, voted to change the membership 
dues schedule as follows: $5.00 to 
$6.00, $11.25 to $12.50 and $22.50 
to $25.00. These modest increases— 
the first since the present schedule was 
established in 1951—were made in 
order to meet a portion of the higher 
costs of book production and distri- 
bution. 











THOUGHT 


At this writing, the exact titles of 
the books have not yet been fixed. 
Moreover, the adjectives used above 
to characterize their contents thus 
far represent only the personal reac- 
tions of the editor. We feel, never- 
theless, that every one of the books 
just mentioned will find a ready wel- 
come among JPS members. 


Three Valuable Reprints 
Apart from the new books, the 
1961 list contains new editions of 
three titles published some years ago 
but now out of print. One of them 
is Dr. Louis Finkelstein’s notable 
discussion of THE PHARISEES. The 
two-volume work, originally published 
in 1938, will now appear considerably 
enlarged by a summary and notes 
which will bring its scholarly mate- 
rial up to date. Franz Landsberger’s 
important REMBRANDT, THE JEWS 
AND THE BIBLE, originally published 
in 1946, will re-appear more attrac- 
tively printed. Finally. the volume 
called THE EXILED AND THE RE- 
DEEMED, by Itzhak Ben-Zvi, President 
of Israel, which we published in 1957 
(the first edition was quickly exhaust- 
ed). will again anpear, to some extent 
re-written. Members will now have 
an opvortunity to re-order these books 
on their membership. 
Fewer Covenant Books 
For the past few years we have 
been offering four Covenant Books 
annually. Members, we are frank to 
admit, expressed some dissatisfaction 
(Continued on page 2) 
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The Publication Committee, meeting on September 30 at the House of Living 
Judaism in New York, discussed future JPS projects and heard an address by Dr. 
Salo W. Baron on plans for the resumption of the Jewish Classics series. In this 
series, initiated some 30 years ago with the help of a $50,000 fund from the late 
Jacob H. Schiff, 17 volumes were published, the last one 15 years ago. 


Shown at the Publication Committee meeting are (left to right, standing): Maxwell 
Whiteman, Albert Mordell, Dr. Louis L. Kaplan, Rev. Dr. Felix A. Levy, Dr. Shalom 
Spiegel, Dr. Abraham A. Neuman, Dr. Azriel Eisenberg, David J. Galter, JPS Trustees 
Leo Guzik and Ben D. Zevin, Dr. A. Leo Levin, Harry Schneiderman, Dr. Judah 
Shapiro, Trustee Frank J. Rubenstein, Dr. Judah I. Goldin, Dr. Nahum N. Glatz 
and Trustee Judge Theodore Levin. Seated are: JPS Secretary Jerome J. Shestack, 
Vice President Edwin Wolf, 2nd, President Sol Satinsky, Publication Committee 
Chairman Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Editor Dr. Solomon Grayzel, Dr. Baron and 
Executive Director Lesser Zussman. 


Food for Thought 





Both of these will be published, as 
usual, in partnership with Farrar, 





(Continued from page 1) 

with the arrangement. There was a 
feeling that the Society had cut down 
on its offerings to adults. The matter 
is debatable. We, for our part, are 
obsessed with the need of developing 
a new generation of readers by intro- 
ducing them to the vast number of 
Jewish heroes who might serve them 
as inspiring examples of the good 
Jewish life. But we now have agreed 
to compromise with our critics to the 
extent of reducing the number of Cov- 
enant Books to only two a year. In 
1961 we shall publish THE FIGHTER 
SCHOLAR, a_ biography of Saadia 
Gaon, by Libby Klaperman; and 
HOME FROM THE FAIR, a biography of 
Sholom Aleichem, by Louis Falstein. 


Strauss and Cudahy. 


The YEAR Book, in customary man- 
ner, brings up the rear of our publi- 
cation program. We take the liberty 
of remarking parenthetically that an 
ever-growing number of our members 
have begun to show interest in this 
invaluable collection of facts and 
analyses. Why there are not even 





more passes our understanding. 
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Charles S. Bernheimer 


Dr. Charles S. Bernheimer, who 
died in New York on November 9— 
four days before his 92nd _ birthday 
—was the first Executive Director of 
the Jewish Publication Society of 
America. 


Active in that post from 1890 to 


of community surveys for the Jewish 
Welfare Board from 1921 until 1940 
and conducting more than 50 studies 
in communities throughout the Unit- 
ed States and Canada. He retired 
from the professional staff of the 


Welfare Board in 1946. 





Author of a number of works on 
community service and social organi- 
zation, Dr. Bernheimer was a dedi- 


1906, Dr. Bernheimer sain a sig- 
nificant role in the 


1 i n ; 
—— zatio cated servant of the American Jewish 
and activities of the C oe i h half 
Reakes piv sommunity for more than ha a 

ae & century. His devoted work spanned 
closely with Henri- 


the period when the community grew 
from small beginnings to the un- 
equaled strength and influence it now 
enjoys, and his efforts contributed in 
no small measure to that develop- 
ment. Both in the Society and in the 
community as a whole, his achieve- 
ments will loag be remembered. 


etta Szold and other 
major JPS_ leaders 
of the period. 
From the Society, 
he went on to a long 
and distinguished ca- 
reer in social work, serving as director 
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THREE NEW PAPERBACKS, the latest in the JPS series which has earned wide- 
pread enthusiasm throughout the country and abroad, deal with various aspects 
f modern history. Arthur Hertzberg’s The Zionist Idea is a collection of significant 
writings by leading Zionist thinkers, including Herzl, Ben-Gurion, Weizmann, Ahad 
Ha-am, Bialik and others, with an introduction by Dr. Hertzberg. Modern National- 
ism and Religion is Dr. Salo Baron’s history of the emergence and role of nationalism 
in modern times, its impact on religion and its use as a device for justifying political 
anti-Semitism. Dr. Solomon Grayzel’s A History of the Contemporary Jews is a popu- 
lar, lucid and sharply-drawn introduction—with illustrations—to Jewish life since the 
turn of the century. The Hertzberg and Baron volumes are now available; their 
price is, respectively, $1.95 and $1.45. Dr. Grayzel’s History will be on sale late 
this month; its price will be $1.25. 
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an interview with Sir Leon Simon 
By Helen G. First 


Soon after the publication of Sir Leon Simon’s AHAD HA-AM: A 
BroGRAPHY, Mrs. Joseph First, wife of a Trustee of the Society, was 
in London and paid a visit to Sir Leon and Lady Simon, on which she 


reports as follows. 


HE PROBLEM OF IDENTITY, which 

assails every son of Adam from 
Cain to beatniks is, for Jews espe- 
cially, whether conscious or repressed, 
a kind of occupational disease. To-be- 
or-not-to-be and how-to-be-a-Jew is 
rarely settled for all time when other 
major identification problems are laid 
to rest—by the end of one’s adoles- 
cence. The changes in one’s philosophy 
about Jewishness that come with ad- 
vancing years, not always the product 
of one’s maturing or aging psyche, 
often undergo what may be considered 
quite reasonable alterations to meet 
changing world conditions. 

It was with this awareness of the 
periodic metamorphoses of styles in 
Jews, Jewishness, Judaism, Zionism, 
etc., and with great respect for my 
interviewee’s knowledgeableness on 
the subject as well as with consider- 
able awe of his titles, “Companion of 
the Bath” and “Knight,” that I ap- 
proached Sir Leon Simon. What, I 
wondered, was his ideal image for a 
Jew today. 

“Nothing controversial” forewarned 
my daughter who, having just rounded 
out a year of living in England, fell 
quite naturally in the role of cicerone 
and explicator of English mores. She 
reminded me mock-seriously of the 
conventional guide-book admonition: 
1960 Books 

Our 1960 list will be completed 
when The Jews of Ancient Rome is 
published within the next few weeks. 
Still remaining to be published is Vol. 
I of A History of the Jews in Christian 
Spain, which was carried over from 
1959 because of revisions in transla- 
tion due to the publication of a new 
edition in the original Hebrew. The 
book is now being set in type and we 
hope to have it ready for distribution 
within two months. 


“Restrict conversation to observations 
on the weather and, unless you’ve 
known your conversationalist a fort- 
night, don’t presume to ask his name.” 

Prepared as I was for British re- 
ticence, I was totally off guard for 
the verbal deluge wherein the problem 
was to keep afloat. A proper reporter 
comes to an interview fortified only 
with pad and pencil. Owing to special 
circumstances I came, Victorian fash- 
ion, “with the family,” or at least a 
good part of it, with husband and 
daughter. No sooner had Sir Leon 
greeted us, than he announced that 
Lady Simon would soon join us too. 
It was Sunday, five o’clock. High tea. 
Sir Leon led us into a cosy sitting 
room and closed the door. Non-verbal 
sign of privacy, seriousness of pur- 
pose. 

Sir Leon began to talk earnestly 
about many things, the tendency of 
Jews to go to extremes in their views 
on religion and Zionism, the mistake 
they made in equating Zionism with 
settlement in Israel. The door opened 
and, amid a gentle clatter of china, 
the lovely Lady Simon appeared, as- 
sisted by a young friend, with tea 
and tiered tables of dainty sand- 
wiches, and “biscuits from Israel if 
you like them.” We were all ad- 
monished by Lady Simon to “stop 
talking and drink our tea while it’s 
hot.” “Tea first, talk later,” she in- 
sisted and it seemed suddenly as 
though we’d wandered uncannily into 
Alice’s “Wonderland.” 

Instead of diminishing, the talk be- 
came a sort of bombardment, a kind 
of pyrotechnical display so fasci- 
nating to attend that it grew more 
than difficult to note who was respon- 
sible for which thought. The question 
of the attitude of the Prime Minister 
of Israel towards the Diaspora came 
up, and Sir Leon expressed the view 
that statements of Ben-Gurion which 
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appeared to imply complete “negation 
of the Diaspora” ought to be read in 
the light of (e.g.) his avowal that he 
was a member of the Jewish people 
before he was an Israeli. Sir Leon 
lso spoke with appreciation of Mor- 
decai Kaplan (whose NEW ZIONISM 
he had reviewed for the London Jew- 
ish Chronicle), and said it seemed to 
him that Kaplan’s Zionist philosophy, 
through fundamentally Ahad Ha- 
Amistic, was unmistakably influenced 
to a considerable extent by the unique 
conditions of Jewish life in the USA. 

The talk switched to the theatre. 
Had we seen any shows while in Lon- 
don? Yes. Ionesco’s “Rhinoceros.” Had 
we seen “Chicken Soup and Barley?” 
asked Lady Simon. So far the only 
one of Arnold Wesker’s trilogy we 
had seen was “Roots.” “East-end back- 
ground, no university training, but a 
good playwright, for one so young,” 
Lady Simon volunteered. “But Ber- 
nard Kops” (author of the play 
with music, “The Hamlet of Stepney 
Green’), “he’s an asset,” she empha- 
sized. “So’s your Arthur Miller,” she 
added. 

We went on to discussing Marilyn 
Monroe, Elizabeth Taylor, Sammy 
Davis, the new converts to Judaism. 
Being Jewish, we agreed it was be- 
coming fashionable now. Lady S. sum- 
med it up, “Jews are news. But it’s 
good to see these Jewish writers with 
tongues loosened and so confident,” 
she continued. “Mankiewicz is a case 
in point, good immigrant stock, the 
gloss of the university and brilliant 
with words.” 

“Words” brought us back to ques- 
tioning our author’s use in AHAD Ha- 
AM of the expression in his own de- 
spite. Sir Leon began to defend his 
use of the term when Lady S. dis- 
missed both subject and apology with, 
“Sounds Elizabethan to me.” How- 
ever, I found his studied expressions 
part of the inherent charm of a true 
scholar, a man so at home with Greek, 
Latin, Hebrew and the Bible, that for 
him the most formal language is as 
functional, expressive and evocative 
as the latest slang might be for a 
tough (collog., Amer.). The forth- 
right, colorful expressions of Lady S., 
who would exclaim that an illogical 
argument or unpleasant theme “sticks 


in my nostrils,” formed a counter- 
point to Sir Leon’s classicism and 
made their conversation as efferves- 
cent in form as it was meaty in con- 
tent, and on all counts a surprising 
treat. 

The talk weaved back to Israel, to 
the seven years, from ’46 to ’53, when 
they lived there and Sir Leon served 
variously as a member of the Execu- 
tive Council of the Hebrew Univer- 
sity, as a member of the University’s 
Board of Governors, and as President 
of the Israel Post Office Bank. We 
talked of their friends in Israel and 
Sir Leon urged us to convey his sin- 
cere regards to a number of them 
when we got there. 

Here the talk became more serious 
again as Sir Leon discussed Ahad Ha- 
am’s concept of Israel as a national 
spiritual center and gave it as his 
conviction that Jewry can only exist 
if tied to Israel and that any com- 
munity lacking this inspirational re- 
lationship is bound to become a “dead 
limb.” The prophetic spirit of Ahad 
Ha-am was speaking through the de- 
dicated man of integrity as Sir Leon 
went on to explain the great problems 
of being or feeling Jewish in the 
Diaspora. 

His own feeling is that it is not 
possible for an English Jew like him- 
self, so long as he wishes to remain 
a Jew, to be completely integrated in- 
to his environment, in the sense of 
a one-hundred-per-cent cultural and 
psychological identification. 

This, of course, derives largely 
from the fact that in England a single 
indigenous pattern of cultural life 
prevails. American Jews, on the other 
hand, were called “lucky” because, 


(Continued on next page) 


Thank You 

A large number of replies were re- 
ceived in response to the Executive 
Director’s open letter in the last JPS 
Bookmark. These replies have been 
analyzed and discussed by the Board 
of Trustees. Their conclusions are re- 
ported in the box on Page 1 of this 
issue. 

To the members who responded 
and shared their valuable opinions— 
many thanks. 
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Sir Leon Simon 


(Continued from page 5) 

America being a multicultural state, 
Jews who stick to their cultural se- 
parateness there are no more excep- 
tional than any other minority group. 
There is no distinction, of course, 
when it comes to full equality in the 
exercise of the rights and duties of 
citizenship; in that respect conditions 
are the same on both sides of the At- 
lantic. Variations on the theme were 
not lacking. Loyalties, it was agreed, 
do not depend on where one is born or 
where one decides to live, England, 
India, Rhodesia, or Israel for that 
matter. “Wenters” and “senters” were 
cited, loyal Englishmen who went to 
Africa because of love or duty, and 
those, misfits and non-belongers, who 
were sent by their families as a good 
riddance. Israel too has its “wenters” 
and “senters,” its committed idealists 
and those who don’t belong anywhere 
no matter what country they’re in, 
Lady Simon reminded us. 

Led to the library, we were shown 
where Sir Leon works. On the man- 
telpiece were photographs of Ahad 
Ha-Am (signed), Freud, Einstein, 
and Edward Caird, the noted Hegel- 
ian, Master of Balliol in Sir Leon’s 
student days. We were shown the 
two volumes so far published (by the 
Weiss Press in Jerusalem) of the 
new Thesaurus of the Language of 
the Bible. This is both a Concordance 
and a Dictionary, and Sir Leon is 
Editor-in-Chief of the English ver- 
sion of the Dictionary part. 

Sir Leon jested about his work-in- 
progress to the effect that it made a 
“Prophet (profit) from the Bible.” 
Lady S. called this a “Jewish joke” 
which she defined as “one which a goy 
can’t understand and a Jew knows 
beforehand.” 

Lady S. proudly displayed other 
trophies: an album presented to Sir 
Leon by Abba Eban when the Library 
of the Hebrew Language Academy 
in Jerusalem was named after him, 
and the medallion received by Sir 
Leon when the Companionship of the 
Order of the Bath was conferred on 
him by King George V. Heads to- 
gether, we all read the insignia, “Tria 


Juncta in Uno.” 

“IT chose well, didn’t I?” said Lady 
S. as she patted Sir Leon’s chest fond- 
ly, her clear, youthful eyes shining 
with utter devotion and her voice 
sounding exactly like Helen Hayes i 
“What Every Woman Knows.” I 
seemed to us that the daughter of 
Dr. Umanski of Leeds and the son of 
Reverend Simon, non-Zionist Rabbi of 
Southampton and Manchester, had 
both chosen very well indeed. 

Before leaving we exchanged notes 
about children. Their daughter, Avi- 
va, who typed the manuscript of 
AHAD HA-AM, lives in London. Their 
second daughter, Iona, is married to 
Philip Mayer, Professor of Social 
Anthropology at Rhodes, and is the 
mother of the Jessica, Helen and 
Robert Simon to whom the book is 
dedicated. “Jessica though a toddler 
already shows a gift for words,” 
boasted grandma. The Mayers are 
engaged in writing too, a book on the 
“Urbanization of the Bantu.” Al- 
though they were in London at the 
time, their home is in South Africa @@ 

There was additional friendly ban‘ 
ter and chit-chat. Lady S. admired 
the silk suit my husband was wear- 
ing. When we explained he had had 
it made in Hong Kong for 65 Ameri- 
can dollars, she examined it closely 
and proclaimed, “It’s a gift. Look at 
the lining—pure crépe de chine, not 
loaded. It would cost 60 pounds in 
England ($170.00). We pay 15 guin- 
eas ($45.00) just for the making of 
a jacket, without the material.” Then 
she confided that in her student days 
she had once woven a full suit length 
of cloth herself on a hand loom. 

They kindly consented to be photo- 
graphed by me and then both Lady 
S. and Sir Leon insisted upon walking 
us to our bus stop. 

We stood at the rear of the bus 
and watched them waving to us as 
the fast-moving vehicle widened th 
distance between us: he, handsome, 
scholarly, reserved; she, smooth- 
skinned, still beautiful as she must 
have been as a girl, spirited, indi- 
vidualistic; and we wondered with 
a tug at the heart what it is in peo- 
ple that so endears them to you. 

Is it that they themselves radiate 
love? 
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Jerusalem Bible Available 
On Installment Basis 


Since the first announcement that 
the Society has undertaken distribu- 
tion in the United States of the Jeru- 

lem Bible (Torah)—the first Torah 

be set in type and printed entirely 
in the Holy Land—many members 
have written in, asking whether this 
unique volume would be available on 
an installment-payment basis. 

In answer to these requests, ar- 
rangements have been made for 


JEWISH PUBLICATION SOCIETY 

OF AMERICA ‘ 
222 NORTH FIFTEENTH STREET 
PHILADELPHIA 2, PENNA. ‘ 
Please send me my copy of the Jeru- } 
salem Bible (Torah), at the Members’ } 
Discount Price of $22.50. | enclose : 
down payment of $7.50 with this 
order, and will pay the remainder in 
three monthly installments of $5 each, | 
beginning one month from today. : 


Signed 


Date _. per OL eee es 


installment purchase of the Jerusa- 
lem Bible, as an outstanding achieve- 
ment of the bookmaker’s art and 
something of a historical event in its 
own right. 

The Bible may now be purchased 
at the members’ discount price of 
$22.50, on the basis of a payment of 
$7.50 with order and three subse- 
quent monthly payments of $5 each. 

Members wishing to order the 
Hebrew Jerusalem Bible under this 
plan are requested to use the coupon 
on this page. 





New Covenant Volumes for Young Readers Issued 


TWO NEW JUVENILES: The Flagship 
Hope: Aaron Lopez, by Lloyd Alexander, 
and Builders of Jerusalem, by Frieda 
Clark Hyman, are the two newest vol- 
umes in the JPS Covenant Series for 
young readers from 11 to 15. Mr. Alex- 
ander’s volume tells the exciting story 


f the escape of Lopez from the Portu- 
) @:: Inquisition in 1752 and his emer- 
e 


mce in New England as a merchant 
ship owner and tireless worker for the 
American Revolution. It is illustrated by 
Bernard Krigstein. The building of the 
Second Commonwealth of Israel under 
the leadership of Zrya and Nehemiah, 
and the conflicts and adventures of the 
statesman’s young nephew Bani, shape 
Mrs. Hyman’s tale, in a handsome vol- 





ume illustrated by Donald Bolognese. 
Covenant Books, are co-published with 
Farrar, Straus and Cudahy, at $2.95 each. 
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THE THREE NEWEST JPS PUBLICA- 
TIONS are all biographical studies: two 
of great shapers of Jewish life, one of an 
American Jewish community. The Szolds 
of Lombard Street is a warm, intimate 
story of the family influences that mold- 
ed the immortal Henrietta, written by her 
Lee Levin. Sir 


niece-in-law, Alexandra 
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Leon Simon’s Ahad Ha-am is the first 
English-language biography of the man 
who shaped the language—and much 
the thought—of modern Israel. In Fro 
Ararat to Suburbia Drs. Selig Adler and 
Thomas E. Connolly tell the fascinating 
story of the growth of a major Jewish 
community — Buffalo, N. Y.— through 
the lives of individual citizens. 





